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Assam, notwithstanding the much longer time that Tea factories
have  been established in that Province.

This too is intelligible, A^suni or Sylhct and Caehar once
reached; there is at present nothing to i*et to beyond ; an adven-
turous traveller, a persevering naturalist or a sanguine sports-
man might, with difficulty and at much risk,, make his way
through the hills to Runnalr5* or Bhootan, and possibly to
China,, but there is no high road, nothing at present to tempt
the speculator beyond our borders; and thus it happens that
those alone who are brought by duty or business to these
countries feel interested in acquiring any infurmation about them.
Moreover, though the actual distance between Calcutta and our
North Eastern Frontier is not great, the journey lias always been
a long and difficult one, by a tedious and uninteresting route ;
and till within the last lew months no sort of facility has
been offered for reaching Sylhet, the only facility now being
an indifferent steamer which makes the journey backwards and
forwards, more or less regularly, about once in six weeks, and
which can only be looked OH as the harbinger of better times.
We may hope that even if the Eastern Bengal Hail way be not
extended beyond Khoosteah, yet that means of constant com-*
nmnication will soon be established from thence to Dacca and
soon to Sylhct, the Kassiah Hills and Caehar; and we hold
that there is a fairer field for European Colonization in this
corner of Bengal than in any other part of India, The climate
of Sylhet and Cnchar themselves seem very favorable to the
European constitution, whilst the close neighbourhood of,
and the easy access to, the mountains render a European climate
readily attainable.

The District of Sylhet (including the lowlands of Jynteahj
runs along |pae foot of the Kassiah and Jynteah mountains,t
which form its boundary on the north, from Myrnensing on the
west to Caehar on the east, whilst its southern jungles merge
in those of Independent Tipperah, in a wild and very sparsely
inhabited country of hill and valley covered \vith dense forest,
where the laying down any boundary is matter of extreme
difficulty. It thus forms part of a wide level valley between the
Northern and Southern ranges, the latter seldom rising above

* There is, of course, no difficulty in reaching the confines of tlie Burmese
territory thtough Caehar and Munneepore, but the Burmese authorities
are jealous of European travellers in this direction.

f It Is a common error to suppose that Sylhet and the Kaasiab Hills are
identical, and that the district ol Sylhet; is an elevated plateau. The Stations
of Sylhet and Chevra Pooujee ate, w believe, often confounded*